MINUTES

WEST YORK BOROUGH COUNCIL  -  MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2010

     THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. BY PRESIDENT WILSON FOLLOWED BY PRAYER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG.  MEMBERS PRESENT WERE MR. WILSON, MR. KNAUB, MR. HERMAN, MRS. SHUE, MRS. LAIRD, MR. MUMMERT AND MS. METZLER.  ALSO PRESENT WAS MAYOR FIRESTONE.

      MR. WILSON ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 6:01 P.M. FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION ON A PERSONNEL MATTER.  THE MEETING RECONVENED AT 6:29 P.M.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (S)

     ON MOTION BY MR. MUMMERT SECONDED BY MRS. SHUE AND AGREED, THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS (3/15/10 AND 4/5/10) WERE APPROVED AS PRESENTED.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

     MRS. SHUE READ A LETTER FROM LORI UHRICH, 45 N. PEARL STREET, IN REFERENCE TO COMMENTS MADE REFERENCE HERSELF, HER HOME AND HER ANIMALS AT THE APRIL 5, 2010 MEETING.  A COPY OF THE LETTER IS ATTACHED AND BECOMES A PART OF THESE MINUTES.

     MR. WILSON STATED THAT HE WILL HOLD ANY COUNCIL COMMENTS UNTIL THE SOLICITOR IS PRESENT FOR HE FEELS THAT SOME OF THE COMMENTS REFERRED TO IN THE LETTER WERE NOT MADE AT THIS TABLE DURING THE MEETING AND POSSIBLY AFTER THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED.

     KEN WELSH, 1623 MONROE WAS PRESENT AS A MEMBER OF WEST YORK BLOCK WATCH.  HE STATED THAT HE IS SURE THAT EVERYONE IS AWARE OF THE MATTER CONCERNING THE BULLHORN AND HE KNOWS WHERE IT IS, HOWEVER IF OTHERS WANT TO BLAME CHURCH GROUPS THAT IS FINE.  HE WENT THROUGH THE PREVIOUS RECORDS OF THE FORMER BLOCKWATCH AND FOUND ITEMS WHICH WERE NEVER VOTED ON, INCLUDING EXPENSES WHICH WERE MADE BY CERTAIN PARTIES.  HE STATED THAT HE DOESN’T KNOW IF IT WAS DONE BY STUPIDITY OR SHEER IGNORANCE, BUT PEOPLE VOLUNTEERED TO HELP WITH BLOCKWATCH AND THEY WERE CRAPPED ON, WHAT GOES AROUND COMES AROUND ACCORDING TO MR. WELSH.  HE STATED THAT IF ANYONE WANTS TO SEND HIM A TEXT STATING THAT THEY WILL BE 
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SUING HIM, THAT IS FINE.  HE STATED THAT HE KNOWS WHERE THE BULLHORN IS.

PUBLIC SAFETY
     SERGEANT SEIBEL WAS PRESENT AND OFFERED TO COUNCIL THE FOLLOWING.  HE NOTED THAT THE BOROUGH DOES NOT HAVE A FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE TO USE IN PLOWABLE SNOWS AS CHAINS ARE NOT THE ANSWER, ESPECIALLY DURING THE RECENT SNOW STORMS.  HE NOTED THAT THE POLICE USED THE SUBURBAN IN ORDER TO RESPOND TO POLICE CALLS AND IT WAS AN ASSET, HOWEVER IT DID NOT BEAR THE POLICE MARKINGS NOR WAS THERE A SUITABLE AREA TO TRANSPORT PRISONERS IN THE VEHICLE.  DUE TO THE ECONOMY, THE BOROUGH CANNOT AFFORD A NEW OR USED FOUR WHEEL DRIVE.  SERGEANT SEIBEL CAME ACROSS A FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE FOR SALE AT THE PA FEDERAL SURPLUS PROPERTY PROGRAM (HARRISBURG) WHICH WAS PREVIOUSLY A MILITARY VEHICLE (’84 CHEVROLET MILITARY AMBULANCE)  AND THE AMOUNT IS $797. 50.  IF THE VEHICLE IS PURCHASED, IT MUST BE UTILIZED FOR AN 18 MONTH PERIOD BY THE BOROUGH, FOLLOWING WHICH IT CAN BE SOLD IF THE BOROUGH WOULD CHOOSE TO DO SO.  THIS TYPE OF VEHICLE GOES FOR $2500 TO $5000 ON THE INTERNET, AS WELL AS A SEARCH FOR FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES HE DID TURNED UP NOTHING LESS THAN $1,000.  THE MILITARY AMBULANCE ALSO HAS A SECTION IN THE REAR WHICH COULD BE USED FOR TRANSPORTING PRISONERS AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT (FROM THE OLDER CRUISERS) WHICH COULD BE USED FOR NO EXTRA COST.  THE SERGEANT NOTED THAT THE BATTERIES WILL NEED TO BE REPLACED AS IT APPARENTLY WILL NOT HOLD A CHARGE.   OTHER USES FOR THE VEHICLE WOULD BE DURING YORK FAIR AS WELL AS  4th OF JULY FIREWORKS, ETC., WHEN MULTIPLE PRISONERS ARE TRANSPORTED AT TIMES.  MS. METZLER STATED THAT THIS WOULD BE A BOROUGH VEHICLE FOR USE BY ALL DEPARTMENTS.  ON MOTION BY MS. METZLER SECONDED BY MRS. SHUE AND AGREED, THE PURCHASE OF THE MILITARY AMBULANCE  WAS APPROVED IN THE AMOUNT OF $797.50.

    MAYOR FIRESTONE STATED THAT THE ORIGINAL GAMEPLAN WAS TO TRADE IN THE CROWN VIC FOR A FOURWHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE HOWEVER CHANGED WHEN THE ADMINISTRATION CHANGED.  HIS RECOMMENDATION WAS TO GET THROUGH ONE MORE WINTER AND GET A SUV ON STATE CONTRACT WHEN THE LEASE IS UP ON OUR CURRENT CRUISERS AND GET RID OF THE CROWN VIC.  THIS COULD BE PURCHASED ON A GRANT.  MR. WILSON STATED THAT THE PUBLIC COMPLAINS ABOUT THE THREE NEW CRUISERS SO HOW WOULD THEY REACT TO A NEW SUV.   MR. HERMAN STATED THAT WHEN THE 
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SUBURBAN AND DODGE INTREPID ARE SOLD, THE MONEY WILL GO BACK INTO THE FUNDS TO OFFSET THIS COST.  MS. METZLER 

REQUESTED A CONSENSUS FOR SERGEANT SEIBEL TO OFFER FOR SALE USED EQUIPMENT FROM UNUSED BOROUGH POLICE VEHICLES, CONSENSUS GIVEN.  MR. HERMAN REQUESTED THAT SERGEANT SEIBEL ALSO ATTEMPT TO UNLOAD THE OLD POLICE AND FIRE RADIOS.  HE WILL PROVIDE COUNCIL WITH PRICING INFORMATION BEFORE ANYTHING IS SOLD.  ON MOTION BY MR. HERMAN SECONDED BY MR. MUMMERT AND AGREED, THE DODGE INTREPID WILL BE ADVERTISED FOR SALE.
     MR. WILSON THANKED THE VOLUNTEERS FOR THE GREAT BANQUET THAT THEY HELD THIS WEEKEND WHICH HE HAD THE PLEASURE OF ATTENDING.  

HIGHWAY

     MR. MUMMERT REPORTED THAT THEY FINALLY GOT THE PROBLEM WITH THE SIGNALS AT HIGHLAND AND MARKET TAKEN CARE OF.

     ON MOTION MRS. SHUE SECONDED BY MR. MUMMERT AND AGREED, A H/C SPACE WAS APPROVED FOR 1125 W. PRINCESS STREET.  ON MOTION BY MRS.SHUE SECONDED BY MS. METZLER AND AGREED, A H/C SPACE WAS APPROVED FOR 1288 W. PRINCESS STREET.

     MR. MUMMERT STATED THAT BY THE LOOKS OF THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT DUMPSTER, RESIDENTS DO NOT KNOW WHAT DAY LARGE ITEM PICKUP IS.  MRS. SHUE STATED THAT IT IS ON THE WEBSITE.
     ON MOTION MRS. SHUE SECONDED BY MS. METZLER AND AGREED, A BLOCK PARTY WAS APPROVED FOR PRINCESS STREET (KIM COLE) BETWEEN HOKE AND HERMAN, JUNE 25, 2010 FROM 5PM TO 8:30PM.

SEWER

     MR. HERMAN REFERRED TO TWO PACKETS IN OUR MAIL, ONE WHICH IS FROM THE CITY OF YORK, A REQUIRED ORDINANCE  FOR SEWER TREATMENT.  THE OTHER PACKET FROM THE STATE ADDRESSES WATER ISSUES WHICH C.S. DAVIDSON WILL BE ATTENDING A SEMINAR ON AND WILL ADVISE US HOW TO PROCEED.
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     MAYOR FIRESTONE ASKED IF IT COULD BE PUT ON THE WEBSITE THAT RESIDENTS CANNOT USE HOSE WATER TO FILL POOLS AS WE ARE CHARGED PER GALLON FOR THE SEWER.  MR. WILSON STATED THAT HE WILL CHECK INTO THIS AS HE DOES NOT FEEL THIS IS THE WAY IT WORKS.
PARKS AND RECREATION

     MRS. SHUE REPORTED THAT WE HAVE A LOT OF RENTALS, ETC. GOING ON AT THE PARKS.

     MRS. SHUE STATED THAT RICK ROTH AND HIS CHURCH WERE TO USE SHELLY PARK ON SUNDAY 4/18/10 FOR A SERVICE AND DID NOT USE DUE TO THE COLD WEATHER.  JOHN LOVE MADE A SPECIAL TRIP INTO THE BOROUGH TO TURN ON THE ELECTRICITY FOR THEM, MRS. SHUE STATED THAT RICK ROTH WANTS TO KNOW IF THEY STILL MUST PAY THE $25 RENTAL FEE.  COUNCIL AGREED THAT THE $25 FEE STILL STANDS, HOWEVER THE $10 CLEANUP FEE WILL BE WAIVED.

      MRS. SHUE IS INTERESTED IN SEEING IF LOWE’S (OR A LIKE FIRM) WOULD BE INTERESTED IN DONATING FLOWERS AND MANPOWER FOR  A COMMUNITY GARDEN AT UNITY PARK.  MR. WILSON HAD SOME VERY YOUNG CHILDREN COME AND ASK HIM WHEN THE PARK AT OVERBROOK AND KING WILL BE READY FOR THEM TO USE.  MR. WILSON STRESSED THAT THIS IS NOT A PARK FOR CHILDREN TO USE FOR PLAY OR WE MAY END UP WITH ANOTHER FATALITY, MR. WILSON STATED THAT DOWN THE ROAD WE MAY WANT TO THINK ABOUT SELLING IT.  MRS. LAIRD WAS FAMILIAR WITH A PERSON FROM MARKET WHO USES VACANT PLOTS OF LAND FOR PLANTING VEGETABLES AND THEN DONATES THE VEGETABLES TO ORGANIZATIONS (20,000 LBS OF VEGETABLES WAS STATED AS BEING DONATED).
     MRS. LAIRD HAS A CONCERN AS TO THE PARKS BEING LITTERED AND INQUIRED OF JOHN LOVE HOW OFTEN THEY ARE PICKED UP.  HE STATED THAT THEY ARE CLEANED UP DAILY AND TRASH BARRELS ARE PRESENT.  MRS. SHUE INQUIRED IF A TRASH CAN COULD BE PLACED IN UNITY PARK.
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FINANCE

      MR. HERMAN STATED THAT THE ATTORNEY FEES ARE ATROCIOUS AND YOU TAKE ONE LOOK AT THE PRINT OUT AND ASK YOURSELF IF YOU WERE RUNNING A BUSINESS, WOULD YOU PAY THAT KIND OF MONEY OR FIND YOURSELF A NEW ATTORNEY.  MR. WILSON STATED THAT HE WILL STICK WITH OUR ATTORNEY UNTIL THE END OF THE YEAR THEN COUNCIL CAN DO WHAT THEY WANT, AS HE FEELS WE ARE GETTING A BANG FOR THE BUCK.  MRS. LAIRD FEELS THAT THIS IS AN EXTREME EXPENDITURE WHEN YOU ARE PINCHING PENNIES EVERYWHERE ELSE.
NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS

     MAYOR FIRESTONE REFERRED TO THE NEWSLETTERS AND STATED THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE PLACED IN MAILBOXES, PLACE ON THE PORCH OR AT THE DOOR.

     MRS. LAIRD INQUIRED IF MR. WILSON SPOKE TO KATHY IN REFERENCE TO THE BANNERS.  MR. WILSON STATED THAT SHE SAID THEY COULD BE PAID FROM PARKS AND REC THEREFORE SHE WILL NEED PRICES.

     MR. WILSON ADDRESSED THE MAYOR AND ASKED WHY HE HAS MUMBLED THINGS UNDER HIS BREATH THROUGHOUT THE MEETING.  MR. WILSON SAID THAT BEING THE MAYOR, RESPECT SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE AUDIENCE AS WELL AS THOSE AT THE TABLE.

INVOICES FOR PAYMENT
     ON MOTION BY MR. MUMMERT SECONDED BY MR. KNAUB AND AGREED, THE FOLLOWING INVOICES WERE APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

GENERAL FUND $147,125.01

STREET LIGHTING $ 6,506.54

FIREMEN’S EQUIPMENT $6,691.44

SEWER $94,103.03
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ADJOURNMENT

     ON MOTION BY MR, MUMMERT SECONDED BY MR. KNAUB AND AGREED, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 7:15 P.M., UNTIL MONDAY, MAY 3, 2010 AT 6:00 P.M.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

KATHY L. ALTLAND, SECRETARY
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