Minutes

West york borough council  -  Monday, april 5, 2010

     The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by president Wilson followed by prayer and pledge to the flag.  Members present were mr. Wilson, mr. knaub, mr. herman, mrs. Shue, mrs. Laird, mr. mummert and ms. Metzler.  Also present was solicitor Anderson, engineer treglia and mayor firestone.

     Mr. Wilson called an executive session on a personnel matter at 6:05 p.m., the meeting reconvened at 6:38 p.m.

Public comment

    Deb Anderson, spokesman for the w.y. blockwatch was present and thanked joe mummert and the highway department for cleaning up shelly park; Shelley for being the easter bunny; nancy for assisting with donations and all of the councilmembers who attended the egg hunt.

     Mrs. Anderson stated that at the last blockwatch meeting, naming the park at king and overbrook was discussed following which deb received an email from the councilmember in charge of parks and recreation stating that she did not feel the name of the park (now unity) should be changed.  Blockwatch has an artist that is working with them on a sign, however they were advised to be careful what is placed onto the sign, as “unity” park with a picture of a black child and white child on it would not be clear to those who do not know the background.  Mr. Wilson stated that there was never a resolution adopted on the naming of the park and he feels that the focus should be on the two children who the park was dedicated to., tru and cody.  Mr. Wilson feels that it should be up to the community to name the park as they are soliciting donations to help offset the cost of the sign.  Mrs. Shue was under the impression that the park was named “unity” because the children, police and fire all came together and united.  As for getting the community involved, mrs. Shue stated that she lives right there and no one has inquired with any of her neighbors (that she spoke to) about naming the park.  Mayor firestone stated that the park was named by one person and done by one person even to the point that he (mayor) was not told when the ribbon cutting ceremony was to be held 
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or he would have been there.  Mr. Wilson felt that empowering the community to get involved was a good idea and he had people calling his home with items they wanted to donate (metal, boards, etc.).  deb Anderson stated that due to the police and fire being involved in the car accident and fire that took the lives of the children, blockwatch was in favor of a sign with both boys wearing a police and fire hat, however they were told that it could be taken as racial for those who do not know what occurred.  Deb stated that blockwatch feels that they should step away from this however got involved because parks and rec did nothing and the park is deteriorating.  Mrs. Shue stated that she brought up the subject of erecting a sign several times and no one seemed to want to get involved.
     Mayor firestone stated that he is in contact with both boys’ families and will be getting photos of the children.  The mayor personally liked the idea of the likeness of the two boys on the sign with the police and fire hats on, naming it the cody brillhart/tru barton memorial park and the sign and name would tell the story, along with the bricks around the park.  Mr. Wilson will meet with blockwatch on this matter.  Mrs. Shue feels this is all a great idea, she just wondered why they were changing the name.  mrs. Laird feels that council and blockwatch should work together on this and she will be glad to help.

Engineer’s report

     The engineer’s report is attached and becomes a part of these minutes.

Public safety

     Mr. Wilson announced that highway will no longer be included on the public safety committee, as financially they are their own entity (referring to graph).  Mr. Wilson will be stepping down from the public safety committee, as he can oversee all committees as president.  Mr. Wilson replaced his
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 position on the committee with another member, committee being Shelley metzler, joe mummert and steve herman, all working together, no chair person.

     On motion by ms. Metzler seconded by mr. mummert and agreed, approval was given to send two officers to dui training @$100 per officer, three day course.

     On motion by ms. Metzler seconded by mr. mummert and agreed, approval was given for the police to purchase a laptop from federal/state surplus in the amount of $120.

Fire

    Chief feeser was present and stated that the firehouse software is in need of upgrade in the amount of $440.  on motion by mrs. Shue seconded by ms. Metzler and agreed, the cost was approved to be split with the volunteer association for firehouse software.

     Ms. Metzler read the fire report for march, 2010.

Highway
     Mr. mummert reported that the highway crew cleaned up both shelly and spahr park which also needed raked due to the debris which was In the snow that was dumped there

      A discussion on snow plowing took place and mr. mummert stated that he is glad our department knows not to keep the snow plow down against the roadway, as does the city, in order to not damage the surface.  Mr. herman stated that he did received inquiries as to why the plows are not down.  Mr. mummert stated that he wished everyone would go down and look at our antique equipment and see what they have to work with.  Newer plows are steel and ours are not, ours only go straight while newer plows turn.  Mr. mummert  stated that we have to look at our highway department very seriously as other departments get taken care of with equipment.
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Code enforcement

     Mrs. Laird read the jan 1 – april 1 code enforcement report.

     Mr. Wilson announced that he will be adding Donald knaub to the code enforcement committee., hopefully everyone will work together.

Sanitation

      Ms. Metzler stated that her block was missed by the trash collectors on Friday.

      Mr. knaub reported that he had Kathy send a letter to the trash collectors advising that commercial collection (dumpsters) should not be collected prior to 7am.

Recreation

     On motion by mrs. Shue seconded by ms. Metzler and agreed, mcdonalds, Carlisle road was granted permission to utilize shelly park for their company picnic at no charge since they donate to borough events.

     On motion by mrs. Shue seconded by mrs. Laird and agreed, zion united Methodist church was granted permission to have their summer program at shelly park, 6/7 through 8/6/10. mon-thurs 9am to noon, 1 pm to 4 pm, Friday 9am to noon.

     Mrs. Shue is happy to see that blockwatch is helping out with unity park and she has individuals who would be willing to plant flowers, etc.

New business

     Mr. Wilson stated that the maintenance contract for the office copier is up for renewal in the amount of $595 and includes parts and toner (max 45000 copies) overages billed annually. 
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     On motion by mrs. Shue seconded by ms. Metzler and agreed, the maintenance contract on the borough copier was approved in the amount of $595 annually.  Mr. Wilson voted no because he prefers leasing as compared to purchasing.

     Mrs. Shue reported that everyone received a copy of the borough newsletter and would like to get it out as soon as possible.  Mrs. Shue is getting $10 per ad, mailing would be in the area of $700. council discussed getting the newsletters hand delivered.  Ms. Metzler stated that if everyone would help (council) it would be a lot easier, as last year it was difficult since not everyone helped to deliver them.  Mr. Wilson stated that he feels that it is council/mayor responsibility to hand them out and get to know people since we are elected officials..  in addition, he feels that one of the copiers at the fire station should be used rather then paying for printing. On motion by mrs. Shue seconded by ms. Metzler and agreed, the copies will be made on a borough copier and delivered by council and the mayor.
     On motion by mr. mummert seconded by ms. Metzler and agreed, a handicapped space was approved for 1038 w. king street.

     Mrs. Laird stated that last year she had the vfw donate money for the banners (market street) and inquired if any money is available as some have become ragged due to wind.  Mr. Wilson will check and get back to mrs. Laird.

     On motion by ms. Metzler seconded by mrs. Shue and agreed, jmt was authorized to move forward with the elm street application for 2011, no cost as this step was included in the main grant that was received.

     Mr. mummert stated that he would like to look into an ordinance regulating the number of pets per household.  He received a complaint reference a property with dog feces in the yard and odor.  The solicitor stated that the animal officer should handle it unless it is an isolated incident, then it could be handled by code enforcement.  solicitor
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Anderson also stated that when you try to tell someone how many pets they can have they try to sue.  He suggested that rather than go down that road, we try to solve this one situation.  Ms. Metzler stated that she can give them a verbal warning and the second time they can be fined.  The information will be given to ms. Metzler to handle as animal enforcement officer.

Invoices for payment

     On motion by mrs, metzler seconded by mr. mummert and agreed, the following invoices were approved for payment:

General fund $38,123.39
Adjournment

     The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m., until Monday, april 19, 2010 (if needed).

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy l. altland, secretary
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